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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  your  district  for  the  Year,  1959 

The  vital  statistics  once  again  show  the  health  of  your  Urban 
District  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  state,  and  compare  very  favourably 
with  other  urban  districts  and  with  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

There  has  not  been  a  notification  of  poliomyelitis  or  dysentery 
during  the  year. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  a  little  lower.  The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is 
lower  than  last  year,  the  latter  approximates  very  closely  to  that  for 
England  and  Wales.  Of  the  seven  deaths  recorded,  four  died  in  the 
first  week  of  life  and  three  at  two.  five  and  six  months  respectively. 
Again  of  these  seven  deaths  two  died  from  prematurity.  One  from 
abnormality,  three  from  infection  and  one,  aged  5  months,  from  an 
unusual  and  unfortunate  accident. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  is  very  much  lower  than  in  1958,  but  is  well 
above  that  for  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

The  Death  Rate  is  lower.  Of  the  203  deaths  more  than  50% 
were  over  70  years  of  age.  Of  these  105  deaths,  fifty-eight  were  between 
70  and  80,  forty- two  between  80  and  90  and  five  over  90  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  cases  of  cancer  of  all  parts  of  the  body  was  about 
the  same  as  last  year — but  cancer  of  the  lung  increased  by  two.  Deaths 
due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  decreased  by  about  25%.  Deaths  due  to 
bronchitis  decreased,  but  those  due  to  pneumonia  increased.  There 
were  three  suicides.  There  was  only  one  motor  vehicle  fatality  as 
against  two  last  year ;  all  other  accident  deaths  were  down  by  50%. 

Notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  fell  by  almost  50%. 
Seven  cases  as  compared  with  thirteen  in  1958.  There  was  only  one  case 
of  non-pulmonary  as  against  two  last  year.  Only  663  people  attended  for 
X-ray  during  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  visit,  and  this  resulted 
in  one  case  of  tuberculosis  being  found.  One  case  of  pneumoconiosis 
and  three  other  conditions  were  also  discovered. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  at  the  beginning  of  the  Year, 
causing  593  notifications.  There  was  an  increase  in  Scarlet  Fever, 
but  a  decrease  in  cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  increased  during  the  year.  Factories 
were  visited  to  get  people  together  to  carry  out  vaccination  when  the 
age  limit  was  raised.  All  factories  were  very  co-operative  and  gave  the 
necessary  facilities  on  the  premises. 
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There  was  satisfactory  improvement  in  the  standard  of  Housing 
in  the  District.  New  housing  accommodation  proceeded  satisfactorily, 
both  for  Council  houses  and  private  enterprise.  In  the  Middle  and 
Back  Rows  of  Tudhoe  Colliery  the  vacation  of  houses  has  proceeded 
steadily.  Certain  slum  properties  in  the  villages  of  Byers  Green  and 
Kirk  Merrington  have  also  been  vacated  during  the  year,  and  the 
tenants  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

I  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  consideration  and  courtesy  shown 
to  me  by  my  Council  during  the  year.  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks 
to  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  another  year’s  very  good 
work. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  M.  Hegarty, 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 
Spennymoor. 
September,  1960. 
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Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  calculated  to  the  middle  of  1959 
gives  the  resident  population  of  the  District  as  19,770.  This  figure 
represents  a  decrease  of  60  on  the  previous  year  and  an  increase  of  730 
on  the  1939  figure. 


The  approximate  population  of  the  various  Wards  in  the  District 
has  been  assessed  as  follows  : — 


Spennymoor  Ward  . 

...  4,390 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward 

...  3,113 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward 

...  2,730 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward . 

...  941 

Byers  Green  Ward  . 

...  1,413 

Tudhoe  Ward  . 

...  7,183 

T otal  Population  . . . 

...  19,770 

Area 

The  District  covers,  7,494  acres  and  includes  the  villages  of 
Middlestone  Moor,  Byers  Green  and  Kirk  Merrington,  with  an 
acreage  of : — 


Spennymoor  Ward 

.  168 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward 

.  551 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward 

. 1,349 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward  . . . 

. 1,612 

Byers  Green  Ward 

. 1,115 

Tudhoe  Ward  . 

. 2,699 

Total  Acreage 

...  ...  7,494 

Inhabited  Houses 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  according 
to  our  records  at  the  end  of  December,  1959,  was  6,268. 


Rateable  Value 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  on  30th  September,  1959  was 
£164,949  and  the  estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  £687.  5s.  9d. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1959  WITH  COMPARISONS 
OF  THE  PRE-WAR  AND  POST-WAR  PERIODS. 


Births  1959 


Live  Births  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate  . . . 

...  138 

155 

293  \ 

Illegitimate  ... 

10 

6 

16/ 

15.12 

148  161  309 


Still  Births : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate  . . . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

61 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

— 

2I 

8 

0.40 

5 

3 

For  comparative  purposes  the  rates  are  given  for  the  three  previous 
years  and  for  the  three  years  immediately  prior  to  the  War  : — 


Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  pop. 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

1936 

271 

18 

17.50 

1.17 

1937 

318 

16 

17.20 

0.86 

1938 

319 

9 

16.50 

0.46 

1956 

331 

9 

16.62 

0.45 

1957 

344 

10 

17.30 

0.50 

1958 

312 

10 

15.73 

0.50 

i 
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Extracts  from  National 

Statistics  are 

given  for 

comparative 

purposes  : — 

Spennymoor 

Durham 

England 

District. 

County. 

and  Wales. 

Live  Births  per  1,000  pop. 

15.12 

18.0 

16.5 

Still  Births  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births  . 

25.24 

23.5 

20.7 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live 

births  . 

22.65 

27.68 

22.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  per 

1,000  live  births 

12.94 

19.1 

15.8 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality 

per  1,000  live  births 

12.94 

16.0 

13.6 

Perinatal  Mortality  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still  births 

37.53 

39.1 

34.2 

Deaths  1959 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Rate. 

Deaths .  112 

91  203 

10.27 

Infant  Mortality  3 

4  7 

22.65  per  1 

,000  Births. 

Pre-War  and  Post-War  periods  are  enumerated  for  comparison. 


1936 

Deaths 

193  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

12.16  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

21  ,j  jj  „ 

77.50  per  1,000  Births. 

1937 

Deaths 

236  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

12.80  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

24  „  ,,  „ 

75.47  per  1,000  Births. 

1938 

Deaths 

239  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

12.30  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

19  „ 

53.03  per  1,000  Births. 

1956 

Deaths 

213  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

10.69  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

10  „  33  5, 

30.21  per  1,000  Births. 

1957 

Deaths 

209  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

10.51  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

13  ,,  ,j 

37.79  per  1,000  Births. 

1958 

Deaths 

216  deaths  giving  a  rate  of 

10.89  per  1,000  pop. 

Infant  Mortality 

7  33  33  33 

32.05  per  1,000  Births. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

^11  Onuses  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Males 

112 

Females 

91 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  system 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  . . . 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach . 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . . 

•  •  • 

9 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

•  •  • 

— 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

•  •  • 

12 

6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

13 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

20 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease  . 

11 

15 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

2 

8 

Influenza  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

•  •  • 

6 

5 

Bronchitis  . 

•  •  • 

5 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Hyper-plasia  of  prostate  . 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  . 

•  •  • 

— 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

•  •  • 

6 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents  . 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Suicide 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Heart  diseases  and  those  of  the  nervous  system  account  for 
52.22%  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 
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Deaths  according  to  Age  Groups 


-5  -15 

-25  -50 

-75 

75- 

Total  all 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

ages. 

Males 

3  — 

—  14 

67 

30 

114 

Females  . . . 

4  — 

—  8 

36 

41 

89 

203 

TUBERCULOSIS  1959 


The  following  cases  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year : — 


Pulmonary.  Non  Pulmonary. 


Males  .  86  18 

Females  .  58  26 


144  44 


The  above  figures  represent  a  reduction  of  ten  pulmonary  and 
an  increase  of  one  non-pulmonary  cases  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  represents  1.69%  of  the 
cases  on  the  register,  this  being  .68%  above  last  year’s  figure. 

The  number  of  known  Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  District  repre¬ 
sents  .95%  of  the  population,  this  being  .04%  below  last  year’s  figure. 
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SUMMARY 

OF 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Under 

25  years 

Age  Group. 

1  yr. 

1- 

3- 

5-  10-  15-  Stover. 

Scarlet  Fever  Male 

1 

1 

4 

8  —  —  — 

Female  ... 

— 

2 

4 

13  —  —  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  Male  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Tuberculosis 

Males 

Pulmonary  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  6 

Meninges  and  C.N.S.  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Other .  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Females 

Pulmonary  .  —  —  —  —  —  —  1 

Meninges  and  C.N.S.  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Other .  —  —  —  —  1  —  — 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF 
OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

DURING  THE  YEAR 


Disease. 

Cases  notified. 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

•  ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  wV 

Acute  Pneumonia 

••••  •••  •••  •••  •••  17 

Measles  . 

.  593 

Erysipelas... 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  4 

Chicken  Pox 

•  •  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  36 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Dysentery 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

15 
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NOTIFICATIONS  BY  WARDS  (CIVILIAN) 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  Year. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  immunisation  work  relating  to  the  Area  for  the  Year  under 
review : — 

Under  5  years  Age  5-15  years 
inclusive.  inclusive. 

Total  number  of  children  im¬ 
munised  during  1959  .  183  13 

In  addition,  twenty- two  reinforcing  injections  have  been  adminis¬ 
tered  to  children  in  the  area. 

The  above  immunisation  injections  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Primary.  Reinforcing 

Combined  Diphtheria  and 

Whooping  Cough  vaccine  ...  192  13 

Diphtheria  vaccine  only  ...  4  9 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Two  primary  injections  of  Whooping  Cough  vaccine  and  one 
reinforcing  injection  were  administered  to  children  in  the  area. 


Smallpox  Immunisation. 

Ninety-three  primary  and  three  revaccinations  were  administered 
to  children  in  the  area. 


Poliomyelitis  Immunisation. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  vaccination  work  relating  to  the  area  for  the  year,  1959. 

1st  Injection .  661 

2nd  Injection .  864 

3rd  Injection  1,498 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  for  your  consideration,  upon  the 
work  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  Year  1959. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Summary  of  Notices  served  and  work  done  in  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Department,  during  the  Year,  1959. 

1 .  General  Summary. 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions. 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served. 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
served. 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice. 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  . . . 

1780 

56 

12 

36 

Overcrowding  . . . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  : 

Insufficient 

Defective 

6 

2 

— 

— 

Drainage 

301 

7 

— 

— 

Water  Supply  ... 

20 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Premises  ... 

48 

2 

— 

2 

Shops  Act 

12 

— — 

— 

— 

Dairies  ... 

49 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  Houses  : 
Public . 

Private... 

706 

3 

— 

2 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

12 

2 

— 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and 
Workplaces 

32 

1 

1 

1 

Keeping  of 
Animals... 

4 

Insanitary  Ashpits 
and  Receptacles 

7 

2 

2 

Offensive 

Accumulations 

2 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

24 

5 

— 

5 

Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949 

314 

Total 

3320 

83 

13 

51 
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Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets 


Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  .  90 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District  . 6,996 

Total  number  of  ash-closets  in  District  .  504 

Total  number  of  ash-pit  privies  in  District  .  27 


2.  Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

A.  Formal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a  result  of 

Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action  .  77 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a  result 

of  formal  action  .  26 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual  unfit 

houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily  postponed  ...  — 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation  — 

B.  Informal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

as  a  result  of  informal  action  and  not  included  above  ...  — 


3.  Reconditioning  and  Repair. 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  procedure  under  Housing 
Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  As  a  result  of  informal  action .  51 

(b)  By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  notice  .  5 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  2 


4.  Improvement  Grants  :  Housing  Act,  1949/59. 


No.  of  separate  houses. 


Discretionary 

Grant. 

(a)  Application  ssubmitted  to  Local  Authority  143 
(, b )  Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority  4 

(c)  Total  number  of  applications  approved 

since  inception  of  scheme  ...  ...  ...  139 

(d)  Total  number  of  grants  paid  since  inception 

of  scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 


Standard 

Grant. 

1 


1 


5.  Tabular  Statement  for  Year  1959. 


New  Houses  With  State 

Completed  During  Year.  Assistance. 

Unaided. 

Total. 

(a) 

By  Local  Authority  ...  140 

— 

140 

(b) 

By  any  other  Housing 

Authority  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

(c) 

By  private  persons 

12 

12 
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Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  General  Summary  of  Work  done  that 
although  the  number  of  Formal  and  Informal  Notices  served  during 
the  year  was  reduced,  the  number  of  inspections  had  increased.  This 
was  due,  a  great  extent,  to  the  additional  checking  of  Housing  Waiting 
List  applications.  The  Council  was  able  to  allocate  an  increased  number 
of  new  and  relet  houses  during  the  Year  and  there  was  a  marked 
reduction  in  the  number  of  applications  on  the  Council’s  General 
Need  Housing  Waiting  List. 

A  smaller  number  of  visits  were  required  to  the  private  slaughter¬ 
houses — this  was  mainly  due  to  the  extension  and  improvement  of  the 
wholesale  private  slaughterhouse.  The  extra  hanging  and  cooling 
space  provided  at  this  slaughterhouse  enabled  a  larger  number  of 
carcases  to  be  examined  during  a  smaller  number  of  visits  by  your 
Inspectors. 

Continued  progress  has  been  made  in  the  improvement  of  older 
privately-owned  houses,  with  the  provision  of  modern  amenities  in 
these  houses.  The  owners  being  assisted  by  receiving  “  Discretionary  ” 
and  “  Standard  ”  grants  from  the  Council.  Work  has  also  continued 
on  the  Improvement  of  similar  houses  owned  by  the  Council,  and  it  is 
contemplated  to  continue  this  work  with  the  improvement  of  houses 
in  Barker  Street  and  Hume  Street,  Low  Spennymoor. 

The  work  of  the  Department  was  restricted  during  the  year, 
to  a  great  extent,  by  the  absence  through  illness  of  Mr.  G.  Blenkinsop, 
the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  whom  I  regret  to  say  died  in 
March,  1960.  Mr.  Blenkinsop  was  an  active  member  of  the  Health 
Department  staff  since  his  appointment  in  November,  1947.  Mr. 
Blankinsop  was  an  experienced  and  capable  Inspector  and  his  absence 
through  illness  in  the  last  year  of  his  service  was  a  great  handicap. 


Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  year  the  Council  brought  into  operation  a  “  Dustless 
Loading  ”  Refuse  Collection  lorry  incorporating  hydraulically  assisted 
bin  emptying.  This  vehicle  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  vicinity 
and  the  operation  of  this  lorry  has  created  favourable  comment  not 
only  by  the  Public  which  it  serves,  but  from  neighbouring  local  authori¬ 
ties.  During  the  five  months  this  lorry  was  operated  it  proved  easy  of 
operation  and  dustless  in  loading,  apart  from  unavoidable  spillage  from 
overfilled  bins.  The  machine  did  not  increase  the  rate  of  loading.  The 
small  number  of  non-standard  dustbins  in  use  upon  this  lorry’s  section 
cause  some  difficulty  in  loading,  also  the  loading  platform  ropes  of 
this  machine  must  be  regularly  lubricated. 
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Waste  paper  and  fibreboard  are  the  only  materials  now  collected 
and  disposed  of  as  “  salvage  ”  by  the  Council.  A  properly  equipped 
lorry  is  used  solely  in  the  collection  of  this  material  from  our  local 
Trading  Estate  and  business  premises.  Restrictive  disposal  quotas 
have  now  been  cancelled  by  the  Board  Mills  and  we  are  able  to  dispose 
of  our  collections  in  this  way.  The  services  of  a  part-time  employee 
are  used  with  a  hand  operated  baling  machine  to  pack  this  material. 
This  method  of  baling  is  slow,  the  bales  are  bulky  and  light,  and  the 
throughput  is  below  our  possible  collections.  It  might  be  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  advantage,  financially,  to  investigate  the  installation  of  an  elec¬ 
trically  operated  baling  machine,  capable  of  a  considerably  higher 
output.  Illness  or  absence  of  our  regular  baler  often  necessitates  the 
burning  of  considerable  quantities  of  paper  and  fibreboard. 

Since  the  War  2,230  ashclosets  have  been  converted  to  the  “  Water 
Carriage  ”  system  and  standard  dustbins  substituted.  The  remaining 
531  of  these  insanitary  receptacles  serve  isolated  properties  or  properties 
expected  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  During  the 
year  161  ashclosets  were  removed ;  many  of  these  by  the  demolitinn 
of  insanitary  properties.  The  National  Coal  Board  also  removed  84 
ashclosets  during  modernisation  operations  upon  several  blocks  of 
dwellinghouses  improved  with  Council  grants. 

Increasing  prices  of  domestic  fuels  and  the  considerable  installation 
of  more  efficient  fireplaces  in  the  houses  during  recent  years,  have 
resulted  in  the  gradual  lightening  of  vehicle  loads  of  refuse ;  the 
prepacking  of  food  and  other  articles  used  in  the  home  has  also  had  a 
contributory  effect. 

Refuse  now  collected  in  the  District  has  a  greatly  reduced  ash 
content  with  an  increasing  proportion  of  combustible  material,  mainly 
soiled  paper  and  cardboard.  This  modem  trend  of  more  bulky  and 
lighter  house  refuse  will  require  changes  in  the  design  of  refuse  vehicle 
bodies  used.  The  reduction  of  refuse  bulk  by  compression  or  other 
means,  or  the  use  of  larger  bodied  vehicles,  will  have  to  be  seriously 
considered,  although  the  narrowness  of  many  of  our  back  streets 
precludes  the  use  of  the  latter. 

When  it  is  considered  that  house  refuse  consists  partly  of  put- 
rescible  material  which  must  be  removed  regularly  and  efficiently  from 
domestic  environ,ent  to  maintain  a  healthy  and  contented  community, 
this  work  must  be  done  52  weeks  each  year  notwithstanding  mechanical 
breakdowns  and  adverse  weather  conditions.  The  work  is  arduous  and 
often  unpleasant  and  the  smooth  working  of  the  service  with  few 
complaints  received  is  due  to  the  willing  and  efficient  co-operation  of 
the  staff. 
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Rodent  Control. 

Although  Mr.  J.  W.  Greaves  is  the  appointed  part-time  Rodent 
Operator  for  the  district,  his  present  health  and  other  duties  are  such 
that  he  cannot  devote  the  time  and  energy  required  to  carry  out  this 
work  effectively.  Mr.  J.  Welsh  has  therefore  been  trained  for  this  work 
which  he  now  performs  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Greaves. 

For  a  short  period  during  the  year  the  Council  were  without  the 
services  of  a  Rodent  Operator  and  our  good  neighbours  the  Sedgefield 
Rural  District  Council  readily  agreed  to  loan  this  Council  one  of  their 
operators  to  carry  out  urgent  obligations  under  the  Act.  Our  thanks 
are  due  to  the  Rural  District  Council  for  this  assistance. 


Privy  Conversions. 

During  the  year  90  conversions  of  ashclosets  to  the  “  water 
carriage  ”  system  were  carried  out  principally  due  to  the  reconditioning 
of  properties  by  the  National  Coal  Board  and  private  owners — the 
Council  assisting  in  this  work  with  Improvement  Grants. 

The  extension  of  this  reconditioning  work  by  the  National  Coal 
Board  to  their  properties  in  Front  Street,  Tudhoe  Colliery  would 
result  in  the  removal  of  a  further  85  ashclosets.  The  demolition  of 
unfit  properties  has  also  accounted  for  the  removal  of  a  further  71 
ashclosets  during  the  year. 


Apart  from  a  small  number  of  isolated  agricultural  properties, 
a  hard  core  of  ashclosets  and  privy  ashpits  remain,  the  greater  propor¬ 
tion  being  in  sub-standard  properties  which  are  to  be  inspected  within 
the  next  five  years  for  possible  action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


The  remainder  of  these  insanitary  dry  receptacles  serve  properties 
in  isolated  blocks  without  satisfactory  means  of  main  drainage.  The 
provision  of  cesspools  or  sedimentation  tanks  would  enable  conversions 
to  be  carried  out  to  the  following  properties  : — 


Toddhills — Locomotive  Terrace 
Byers  Green  Station  Cottages 
Old  Park  Terrace,  Byers  Green 

Barmoor  houses  . 

Well  Cottages,  Windlestone 
Fairbeck  Cottages,  Windlestone 


15  ashclosets. 
4 
17 
8 
4 


33 

33 

33 

33 


3  prive  ashpits. 


51  closets. 


The  owners  of  many  of  these  properties  have  already  expressed 
willingness  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  costs  of  conversion  of  these 
closets. 
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May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  for  their  great  interest  and  understanding  of  diffi¬ 
culties  to  be  overcome  in  maintaining  a  standard  of  work  throughout 
the  year,  in  spite  of  unexpected  staff  illness.  May  I  also  thank  the 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  unfailing  advice  and  assistance  ;  also  to 
the  Office  Staff  for  prompt  and  methodical  work,  and  to  the  Foreman 
and  members  of  the  Cleansing  Staff  without  whose  willing  co-opera¬ 
tion  the  work  could  not  have  been  performed. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  W.  SWALES, 

M.R.S.H.,  A.M.I.P.H.E. 

Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Spennymoor. 

October,  1960. 

Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  applications  received,  for  Certifi¬ 
cates  of  Disrepair  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act : — 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  by  the  Urban  District  Council  under 
the  above  Act  since  the  date  of  operation,  6th  July,  1957,  to  the  31st 
December,  1959. 


Part  I — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  .  67 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates .  65 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  13 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  .  52 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule .  34 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Auth¬ 

ority  under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First 
Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  .  31 

Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates .  18 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  9 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenants’ objection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority .  8 
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Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  now  has  available  for  this  work  the  services  of  two 
trained  rodent  operators,  both  of  whom  are  part-time  operators. 
The  services  of  Mr.  Greaves  the  senior  operator  are  now  mainly 
supervisory,  for  health  reasons. 

Although  the  Ministry  contracts  with  local  farmers  to  carry  out 
their  disinfestation  work  expired  in  March,  1959,  and  we  offered  these 
farmers  to  carry  out  this  work  on  a  “  Time  and  Material  ”  basis,  no 
applications  for  the  services  of  our  rodent  operators  have  so  far  been 
received. 

Owing  to  the  aforementioned  staff  difficulties  we  have  been  unable 
to  commence  our  survey  of  farms  for  possible  infestations. 

The  work  of  our  Operators  during  the  year  is  given  as  follows  : — 


25 


26 


Disinfection  and  Infestation. 

Liquid  disinfectants  were  used  in  houses  where  certain  infectious 
diseases  were  notified  to  have  occurred.  Liquid,  gas  or  powder  fumi¬ 
gants  were  used  as  appropriate  in  the  fumigation  of  three  houses  for 
various  insect  infestation. 

This  year  the  response  was  not  good  from  food  traders  in  the 
district  to  the  Council’s  offer  this  Spring  to  spray  their  storage  rooms 
with  a  safe  liquid  insecticide,  or  to  supply  free  quantities  of  DDT  pow¬ 
der  for  mixing  with  whitewash  for  their  cleansing  of  back  rooms  and 
outbuildings.  This  treatment  has  been  proved  to  be  very  effective  over 
many  years  in  materially  reducing  the  fly  infestations  during  periods 
of  warm  weather. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspection. 

An  increase  in  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered,  especially 
at  the  wholesale  slaughterhouse  has  been  noted  this  year.  The  increased 
working  and  hanging  space  recently  provided  at  the  wholesale  premises 
has,  no  doubt,  resulted  in  an  increased  through-put  of  animals.  This 
slaughterhouse  supplies  carcase  meat  to  butchers  within  and  without 
the  Urban  District,  and  sends  regular  supplies  to  wholesale  markets 
at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Of  the  eight  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District,  six  are 
occupied  by  small  butchers  for  their  own  use  ;  the  seventh,  the  property 
of  a  Co-operative  Society  at  present  buying  “  off  the  hook  ”  and  the 
last  is  the  above  mentioned  wholesale  premises. 

None  of  these  premises  comply  fully  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958.  A  start  has  been  made  with  the  survey  of 
these  slaughterhouses  as  a  preliminary  to  the  compilation  of  a  Report 
by  the  Council  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  as 
required  by  Section  3  of  the  above  Act,  dealing  with  the  present  and 
future  slaughtering  facilities  in  the  Urban  District.  This  Report  must 
be  presented  before  the  2nd  November,  1960.  It  is  expected  that  our 
greatest  structural  difficulty  will  be  the  positioning  of  stunning  pens  in 
the  small  slaughterhouses  used  by  the  butchers.  A  stunning  pen  is 
already  in  use  in  the  wholesale  slaughterhouse. 

During  the  year  the  following  animals  were  killed  and  examined 
for  human  consumption  in  the  above  slaughterhouses  : — 
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SLAUGHTERING,  1959. 


Month. 

Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

January . 

...  344 

62 

1 

666 

322 

February 

...  289 

57 

6 

573 

274 

March . 

...  291 

55 

6 

588 

300 

April  . 

...  319 

57 

4 

535 

298 

May  . 

...  285 

47 

1 

559 

193 

June  . 

...  270 

49 

— 

554 

145 

July  . 

...  242 

43 

1 

761 

148 

August . 

...  228 

42 

— 

775 

166 

September 

293 

58 

1 

1159 

230 

October 

...  288 

47 

2 

1279 

269 

November 

...  275 

41 

2 

1180 

258 

December 

...  243 

45 

— 

905 

531 

Totals 

...  3,367 

603 

24 

9,534 

3,134 

The  number  of  carcases  examined  has  increased  from  13,883 
during  1958,  to  16,662  during  the  year  under  review. 


Comparative  Statistics. 


Pre-War  and  Post  Control  Slaughtering. 


Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Total 

Animals. 

Year  1937  ... 

784 

176 

15 

450 

480 

1,905 

Year  1938  ... 

828 

240 

12 

252 

420 

1,752 

July-December, 
1 954  (6  months) 

509 

67 

9 

1,035 

948 

2,568 

Year  1955  ... 

1,887 

203 

43 

4,935 

2,221 

9,289 

Year  1956  ... 

2,742 

344 

74 

7,318 

3,087 

13,579 

Year  1957  ... 

3,174 

526 

57 

7,213 

3,515 

14,485 

Year  1958  ... 

3,246 

739 

23 

6,345 

3,530 

13,883 

Year  1959  ... 

3,367 

603 

24 

9,534 

3,134 

16,662 

Although  serious  illness  of  inspecting  staff  was  experienced  during 
the  year  over  long  periods,  and  there  was  an  increasing  throughput  of 
carcases,  all  carcases  of  meat  were  examined  at  the  slaughterhouses. 
This  necessitated  a  considerable  amount  of  work  outside  normal  Office 
hours,  particularly  as  other  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Health 
Department  had  to  be  maintained.  With  the  Council’s  permission 
Meat  Inspection  holiday  duties  were  also  undertaken  for  nearly  a  month 
on  behalf  of  Shildon  Urban  District  Council. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ... 

3,367 

603 

24 

9,534 

3,134 

— 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  . . . 

3,367 

603 

24 

9,534 

3,134 

— 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  : 
and  Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

1 

_ 

13 

2 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

1,647 

293 

1 

148 

38 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

48.91 

0/ 

/o 

48.75 

0/ 

/o 

4.16 

0/ 

/o 

1.68 

0/ 

/o 

1.27 

0/ 

/o 

— 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

44 

37 

— 

— 

20 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis... 

1.01 

O/ 

/o 

6.13 

% 

— 

— 

.67 

0/ 

/o 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

ment  by  refrigeration 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 

demned 

Amount  of  Carcase  meat  condemned  2,905  lbs. 
Amount  of  Offal  condemned  17,275  lbs. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Amendment 
Regulations,  1954. 

Returns  received  from  the  two  local  knacker  yards  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  other  than  human  consumption,  show  that  these 
animals  were  slaughtered  on  the  owners  premises  before  removal  in 
every  case.  Details  of  these  slaughterings  are  given  below  : — 


Horses.  Ponies. 


1959. 

Live. 

Dead. 

Live. 

Dead. 

January  . . . 

5 

3 

3 

12 

February 

2 

3 

13 

9 

March 

1 

— 

11 

4 

April 

5 

2 

2 

13 

May 

2 

1 

11 

34 

June 

...  — 

— 

— 

32 

July 

3 

1 

— 

25 

August 

2 

1 

2 

45 

September 

2 

1 

7 

18 

October  . . . 

. . .  — 

4 

11 

18 

November 

2 

1 

12 

16 

December 

1 

4 

2 

16 

30 


Disposal  of  Unsound  Food. 

Previous  arrangements  found  to  be  satisfactory  have  been  con¬ 
tinued  for  the  disposal  of  unsound  food.  Carcase  meat  from  the  slaugh¬ 
terhouses  is  supervised  to  one  of  the  local  knacker  yards  ;  diseased  offal 
in  small  quantities  is  buried  in  a  Council  refuse  tip ;  larger  quantities 
are  collected  and  conveyed  to  a  bye-product  plant  at  Darlington. 

Unsound  tinned  foods  are  removed  and  buried  in  a  refuse  tip  or 
sent  for  animal  feeding. 

The  following  tinned  and  other  foods  were  examined  and  des¬ 
troyed  : — 


6  lb.  Flour. 

Whole  Chicken,  1  tin. 

Pilchards  5  tins. 

Sago,  1  tin. 

Cream,  3  tins. 

Rice,  5  tins. 

Loganberries,  15  tins. 

Beetroot,  1  tin. 

Tomatoes,  56  tins. 

Beans,  21  tins. 

Plums,  8  tins. 

Milk,  9  tins. 

Cherries,  3  tins. 

Strawberries,  2  tins. 

Soup,  74  tins. 

Fruit  Salad,  27  tins. 

Tongue,  1  tin. 

Beef  loaf,  1  tin. 

Peas,  28  tins. 

Pineapple,  15  tins. 

Peaches,  19  tins. 

Oranges,  7  tins. 

Pork  Roll,  3  tins. 

Steak  Pudding,  1  tin. 

Pork,  14  tins. 

Grapefruit,  3  tins. 

Sausage,  5  tins. 

Meat  Paste,  29  tins. 

Salmon,  8  tins. 

Potatoes,  10  tons. 

Corned  Beef,  14  tins. 

Apricots,  2  tins. 

Raspberries,  1  tin. 

Pears,  24  tins. 

Oranges,  4  tins. 

Luncheon  Meat,  23  tins. 

Meat  Paste,  29  jars. 

Baking  Powder,  18  packets. 

Veal,  1  tin. 

Steak,  2  tins. 

Plums,  17  tins. 

Rice  Pudding,  4  tins. 

Tongue,  2  tins. 

Prunes,  2  tins. 

Cooked  Ham,  9  tins. 

Carrots,  1  tin. 
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Food  Premises  (Miscellaneous). 

The  number  of  food  premises  on  our  records  of  the  District  are 
summarised  herewith : — 

Grocers  .  60  Confectioners  ...  19 

Bakehouses  ...  6  Cafes .  4 

Butchers  .  20  Ice-cream  Manufacturers  4 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  60 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  of  food  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  14 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1954  .  40 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff  it  has  not  been  possible  to  proceed 
methodically  in  the  inspection  and  the  improvement  of  food  premises 
to  the  standards  required  under  the  above  Regulations.  Work  is 
almost  completed  in  this  connection  in  all  the  public  houses,  and  several 
food  traders  have  carried  out  comprehensive  improvements  to  their 
shops. 


Food  Inspection,  Visits  and  Sampling. 

_  » 

The  County  Authority  continue  to  be  responsible  for  the  collection 
and  analysis  of  formal  samples  of  food.  Many  visits  were  made  by  the 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  myself  to  food  premises  to 
secure  proper  handling,  storage  and  the  preparation  of  food. 

Twenty-two  informal  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  of  these, 
thirteen  were  placed  in  Grade  I ;  three  Grade  II ;  one  Grade  III, 
and  five  Grade  IV. 

The  four  ice-cream  manufacturers  premises  in  the  District  are 
regularly  visited  and  we  have  had  their  active  co-operation.  Careful 
and  prolonged  investigations  were  necessary  to  find  the  cause  of  unsatis¬ 
factory  samples  from  one  manufactory — this  was  finally  traced  and 
rectified. 
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Fish  Fryers. 

Modem  flue  consuming  ranges  are  installed  in  almost  all  the 
fish  shops  and  gradual  improvements  are  being  carried  out  to  the 
food  preparation  rooms  attached  thereto.  Slum  Clearance  schemes 
have  resulted  in  the  closing  down  of  the  oldest  of  our  fish  shops. 
The  Council  has  provided  premises  for  the  establishment  of  fried 
fish  shops  upon  four  Housing  Estates. 


Particulars  of  the  fryers  are  listed  below  : — 

Ward. 

Street. 

No.  of 
premises 

Spennymoor 

Clyde  Terrace  . 

available. 

2 

Clarence  Street  . 

1 

Villier  Street  . 

1 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

Coulson  Street  . 

1 

Front  Street,  Merrington  Lane 

1 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

Durham  Street  . 

1 

Central  Drive  . 

1 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

Chapel  Street  . 

1 

Byers  Green 

High  Street . 

2 

Tudhoe  . 

Attwood  Terrace  . 

2 

Tudhoe  Moor  . 

1 

Wood  Vue  . 

1 

King  Street . 

2 

Durham  Road  . 

1 

York  Hill  Crescent . 

1 

Milk  Supplies. 

Designated  Milks  are  sold  by  many  small  dairymen,  and  shops 
and  supplies  are  obtained  by  them  from  the  following  manufacturing 
plants : — 

Milk  Marketing  Board,  Langley  Moor. 

East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies  Ltd.,  Wingate. 

Bishop  Auckland  Co-operative  Dairy,  Bishop  Auckland. 

Northern  Dairies  (M’bro)  Ltd.,  Middlesbrough. 

Craven  Dairies  Ltd.,  Sunderland. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  numbers  and  types  of  retailers 
licences  operating  in  the  District : — 

Retailers  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ...  25 

Retailers  Pasteurised .  28 

Retailers  Sterilised  .  24 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

Only  one  complaint  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Fac¬ 
tories  during  the  Year,  and  steps  were  taken  to  secure  the  provision  of 
sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  small  number  of  staff  of  an 
isolated  factory  premises.  Thirty- two  visits  were  made  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  premises  registered  under  Part  I  of  this  Act,  and  found  to 
be  satisfactory  : — 

Factories  with  Power  .  36 

Factories  without  Power  ...  ...  5 

Water  Supply  : 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  provide  a  piped  supply  of 
wholesome  water  throughout  the  District.  The  supply  is  from  upland 
gathering  grounds  and  is  bacteriologically  satisfactory.  There  is  doubt 
as  to  the  adequacy  of  this  supply ;  during  any  extended  period  of  dry 
weather  similar  to  that  experienced  during  the  summer  of  this  year,  the 
Board  find  it  necessary  to  restrict  supplies  and  to  augment  the  supply 
with  inferior  water  obtained  from  colliery  pumping  plants.  This  year 
the  local  restrictions  did  not  proceed  beyond  Press  and  similar  warnings 
to  conserve  water  and  bans  upon  the  use  of  hosepipes.  The  Water 
Board  are  fully  aware  of  the  absence  of  adequate  reserves  of  water 
during  dry  periods  and  work  has  now  commenced  on  the  construction 
of  a  large  impounding  reservoir  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Tyne  valley . 

Water  sampling  is  carried  out  methodically  by  the  Water  Board 
and  in  addition,  during  the  year,  we  submitted  twenty-one  samples  of 
water  for  bacteriological  analysis.  Only  one  of  these  samples  was 
unsatisfactory  and  upon  notification  the  Board  carried  out  main 
flushing  in  the  vicinity. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Main  sewers  are  available  to  nearly  all  the  built-up  areas  in  the 
Urban  District.  The  residential  area  of  North  Close,  consisting  of 
63  houses  and  bungalows  is  drained  to  one  main  and  several  subsidiary 
cesspools.  Several  isolated  houses,  particularly  on  the  Whitworth 
Estate  and  near  the  Great  North  Road,  are  also  provided  with  cesspool 
drainage.  These  cesspools  are  regularly  emptied  by  the  Council — 
a  mechanical  cesspool  emptier  being  used  for  the  purpose.  Several 
small  groups  of  properties,  namely,  Toddhills,  Old  Park  Terrace,  Well 
and  Fairbeck  Cottages,  Windlestone  have  ash  receptacles  and  the 
effluent,  mainly  domestic  waste  water  and  roof  drainage,  is  not 
satisfactorily  treated. 

Progress  in  the  demolition  of  old  unfit  houses  is  steadily  reducing 
the  number  of  choked  drains  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Department. 


34 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Although  the  industries  established  in  the  District  are  not  heavily 
smoke  or  grit  producing,  regular  smoke  observations  have  been  taken 
during  the  year  and  any  observation  found  to  be  other  than  satisfactory 
has  been  freely  discussed  with  the  operators  concerned.  With  the 
exception  of  one  plant,  steps  were  always  taken  to  remedy  these 
emissions.  The  tar  distillation  plant  which  was  the  cause  of  some  smoke 
pollution  near  the  Park  was  removed  during  the  year  to  a  site  outside 
the  Urban  District. 

Deposit  gauges  have  not  yet  been  established  owing  to  difficulty 
in  finding  sites  suitable  and  adequately  protected  from  interference. 

The  Council  is  a  member  of  the  Northumberland  and  Durham 
Local  Authorities  Clean  Air  Committee  also  the  Wearside  Sub- 
Committee.  Regular  meetings  are  held  and  technical  advice  and  assis¬ 
tance  is  readily  available  to  local  authorities  with  their  smoke  pollution 
problems.  Work  is  now  proceeding  through  these  committees  in  the 
preliminary  arrangements  for  static  and  mobile  Clean  Air  exhibitions 
to  be  held  in  the  Spring  of  1960,  through-out  the  North  East. 


Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage. 

Refuse  collection  at  weekly  intervals  has  been  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  district.  Direct  labour  is  used  with  the  addition  of  a  small 
amount  of  hired  carting  labour  in  one  village.  Diesel  and  petrol 
engined  lorries  are  used  in  refuse  collection  upon  the  main  sections 
and  the  Council  still  maintain  three  horses  used  in  the  cleansing  of 
isolated  or  awkwardly  situated  properties.  The  usual  temporary 
shortages  of  cleansing  staff  due  to  illnesses  and  holidays  have  been 
satisfactorily  overcome  by  a  certain  amount  of  overtime  working  of  the 
regular  staff  also  temporary  engagements  from  the  Employment 
Exchange. 

*  j  i  •  i  .  ,  * 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  to  two  main  tips  within  a  1|  mile  haulage 
of  the  principal  lorry  sections.  A  Bristol  25  diesel  angledozer  is  em¬ 
ployed  upon  these  tips  in  levelling,  covering  and  consolidating  the 
refuse  as  “  Controlled  ”  tips.  Crude  tipping  of  refuse  is  carried  out  at 
a  small  tip  used  only  for  the  refuse  from  Byers  Green  Village.  The 
Bristol  dozer  is  transported  by  a  low  loading  trailer  between  the  refuse 
tips.  This  machine  is  the  second  of  its  type  used  by  this  Council 
during  the  last  seven  years  and  it  has  proved  a  very  effective  mechanical 
aid  in  the  hygienic  disposal  of  refuse. 
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During  the  year  the  estimated  quantities  of  refuse  removed  by  our 
vehicles  and  staff  to  disposal  tips  was  as  follows  : — 

3,873  lorry  loads  with  an  estimated  weight  of 
refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,163  tons. 

2,069  cart  loads  with  an  estimated  weight  of  refuse  1,650  tons. 

552  hired  cart  loads  with  an  estimated  weight  of 
refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  442  tons. 


Estimated  total  weight  of  refuse  removed  ...  6,255  tons. 


The  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  receptacles  used  for  refuse 
storage  in  the  District  are  as  follows  : — 

2\  cubic  ft.  B.S.S.  dustbins  . 7,174 

Ashclosets  .  504 

Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


All  restrictions  upon  the  consignment  of  baled  waste  paper  have 
been  lifted  and  the  Mills  will  accept  our  baled  paper.  The  year’s 
working  has  nevertheless  shown  a  great  reduction  upon  the  previous 
year  both  in  tonnage  and  income.  From  investigations  so  far  made  it 
appears  that  the  lower  throughput  of  baled  salvage  is  due  to  difficulties 
of  separation  and  collection  of  salvage  at  the  Factories  upon  the  Trading 
Estate.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  iron  out  these  difficulties  without 
incurring  additional  expenses  to  the  factories  concerned  and  to  the 
Council. 


With  the  present  method  of  hand  baling,  considerable  preparatory 
work  must  be  done  in  opening  and  flattening  the  large  number  of 
cartons  which  form  the  bulk  of  our  collections.  Consideration  will 
therefore  have  to  be  given  to  the  replacement  of  hand  baling  with  a 
mechanically  operated  baler  capable  of  compressing  the  cartons  as 
received.  This  baling  equipment  will  also  produce  a  more  compact 
and  heavier  bale  than  the  80  lbs.  hand  pressed  bale  now  being  produced. 


Details  of  material  sold  are  as  follows  : — 

Waste  Paper  and  Fibretoard  ...  149  tons  4J  cwts. 
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Monthly  Salvage  Sales  and  Income. 


Month. 

Material. 

Weight. 

Income. 

tons. 

cwts. 

qr. 

£  s. 

d. 

January 

Waste  Paper 

...  13 

11 

2 

101  16 

3 

February 

Waste  Paper 

...  14 

12 

2 

109  13 

9 

March 

Waste  Paper 

...  16 

2 

1 

120  16 

10 

April 

Waste  Paper 

...  17 

12 

3 

160  9 

1 

May 

Waste  Paper 

...  8 

10 

1 

63  16 

10 

June 

Waste  Paper 

...  12 

9 

2 

93  11 

3 

July 

Waste  Paper 

...  8 

12 

3 

64  15 

7 

August 

Waste  Paper 

...  8 

16 

1 

66  1 

10 

September 

Waste  Paper 

...  11 

4 

0 

88  3 

6 

October 

Waste  Paper 

...  12 

8 

2 

97  6 

3 

November 

Waste  Paper 

...  15 

2 

0 

113  5 

0 

December 

Waste  Paper 

...  10 

2 

0 

75  15 

0 

149 

4 

1 

£1,155  11 

2 

In  addition  to  this  income,  there  is  income  from  Trade  Refuse 
collections  amounting  to  £245.  12s.  5d. 

The  income  from  Salvage  for  the  year  was  £1,155  1  Is.  2d.  showing 
a  drop  of  £144. 1  Is.  4d. 


Housing. 

Work  has  proceeded  steadily  upon  the  rehousing  of  tenants  in 
Clearance  and  Individually  Unfit  properties.  Confirmation  was  received 
from  the  Ministry  to  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  made  by  the 
Council  upon  40  properties  in  Albion  Street,  Middlestone  Moor. 
Application  has  also  been  made  for  confirmation  of  a  Clearance  Order 
upon  twenty-seven  houses  in  an  area  in  Durham  Road,  Spennymoor. 

In  addition,  twenty  six  Individually  Unfit  houses  were  represented 
to  the  Council  and  Closing  and  Demolition  Orders  were  made.  Work 
proceeded  with  the  construction  of  another  phase  of  building  on  the 
Middlestone  Moor  Estate,  also  seven  houses  were  constructed  as 
infilling  upon  sites  cleared  of  unfit  houses  at  Kirk  Merrington. 

New  housing  accommodation  together  with  relets,  enabled  the 
Council  to  offer  accommodation  to  seventy-one  families  living  in 
Clearance  Areas  and  sixty-one  families  from  Individually  Unfit 
properties,  making  a  total  of  132  families  removed  from  worn  out 
insanitary  houses  to  houses  equipped  with  modern  facilities  and 
labour  saving  equipment. 
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Every  encouragement  was  given  to  owners  to  bring  their  struc¬ 
turally  sound  houses  up  to  modern  standards  and  for  this  purpose  the 
Council  made  fourteen  improvement  grants.  In  addition,  the  National 
Coal  Board  commenced  the  reconditioning  of  their  properties  in 
Salvin  Street  and  Half  Moon  Lane.  A  total  of  eighty-four  houses 
are  now  being  provided  with  modern  facilities.  This  work  is  also 
subject  to  Improvement  grants  from  the  Council.  Private  street  works 
are  also  being  carried  out  to  other  N.C.B.  properties  in  Weardale 
Street  and  Bessemer  Terrace,  to  back  streets,  the  surface  of  which  had 
deteriorated  considerably  with  the  completion  of  housing  improvements. 

Further  small  houses  in  Jackson  Street,  owned  by  the  Council, 
have  been  brought  up  to  the  standards  of  the  1949  Act  and  thus  provided 
good  accommodation  at  a  lower  rental  for  applicants  in  the  lower 
income  groups.  It  is  contemplated  to  proceed  with  similar  improve¬ 
ments  in  houses  recently  purchased  by  the  Council  in  the  Low  Spenny- 
moor  Ward. 


Housing  Applications 

A  decrease  in  the  Housing  Waiting  Lists  has  been  recorded 
for  the  Year,  from  1,353  at  the  beginning  of  the  Year  to  976  at  the 
end  of  the  Year  1959. 

The  numbers  of  such  applicants  on  the  lists  are  enumerated 
below  : — 


Slum  Clearance  . 

91 

•  •  •  •••  X 

General  Need  Applicants 

554 

•  •  •  •  •  •  -/-/  X 

Bungalow  Applicants . 

...  ...  173 

Outside  the  District  Applicants 

.  158 

Total  ... 

.  976 

The  numbers  of  applicants  allocated  new  and  vacated  Council  and 
North  Eastern  Housing  Association  houses  during  the  Year  are  classed 


as  follows  : — 

Single  Person  Flats .  8 

Two-bedroomed  Sub-Tenants  .  5 

Two-bedroomed  Tenants  .  99 

Three-bedroomed  Sub-Tenants  .  I 

Three-bedroomed  Tenants .  41 

Four-bedroomed  Sub-Tenants  .  — 

Four-bedroomed  Tenants  .  1 

Bungalows  (Aged  People)  .  32 


187 


Total  ... 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
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The  Provision  of  New  Houses. 

For  comparative  purposes,  the  Council’s  pre-war  and  post-war 
Housing  activities  are  given  below  : — 

Houses  Erected. 


Pre-War  period,  1936-38. 


North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected. 

..  280  houses. 

Urban  District  Council  erected 

74  houses. 

Post-war  period,  1945-59. 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected 

112  houses. 

The  Urban  District  Council:  — 

St.  Paul’s  Gardens  . 

66  houses. 

Park  Estate  . 

244  houses. 

Middlestone  Moor  Estate 

505  houses. 

George  Street . 

60  houses. 

Tudhoe  Moor  Estate . 

172  houses. 

York  Hill  Estate  . 

104  houses. 

Kirk  Merrington  Estate  . 

57  houses. 

Byers  Green  Estate  . 

109  houses. 

Hartley  T errace  and  Gerard  Street  . . . 

16  houses. 

1,333  houses. 

Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Areas  : 

(a)  Byers  Green  Ward. 

The  inspection  of  further  unfit  houses  in  the  village  did  not 
proceed.  The  Council  rehoused  five  families  in  Village  houses  and 
five  families  also  from  condemmed  houses  in  the  Village,  in  accom¬ 
modation  upon  other  Council  Housing  estates. 

( b )  Spennymoor  Ward. 

Nearly  all  the  remaining  families  in  the  George  Street  Clearance 
Area  in  the  centre  of  the  Town  were  rehoused.  Ten  families  were 
moved  from  this  area  and  individually  unfit  properties  during  the 
year. 

(c)  Tudhoe  Ward. 

The  availability  of  new  houses  enabled  the  Council  to  provide 
accommodation  for  a  further  forty-eight  tenants  living  in  condemned 
houses  in  Middle  and  Back  Rows,  Tudhoe  Colliery.  Work  was  also 
carried  out  in  the  inspection  and  inclusion  in  a  Clearance  Order  of 
twenty-seven  houses  in  Hartley  Terrace  and  Durham  Road,  Spenny¬ 
moor. 
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( d )  Low  Spennymoor  Ward. 

During  the  year  rehousing  accommodation  was  accepted  by 
forty-two  families  living  in  Individually  Unfit  properties  in  this 
Ward,  and  work  proceeded  in  the  inspection  of  further  sub-standard 
houses. 

(e)  Kirk  Merrington  Ward. 

Work  was  completed  in  the  erection  of  a  small  number  of  new 
houses  upon  Clearance  sites  in  the  Village,  and  during  the  year  three 
tenants  were  rehoused  into  these  houses. 

(/)  Middlestone  Moor  Ward. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed  the 
Council’s  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  upon  forty  houses  in  Albion 
Street,  Middlestone  Moor  and  Demolition  Orders  were  placed  upon 
two  houses  by  the  Council. 


Work  has  proceeded  in  the  construction  of  further  housing  con¬ 
tracts  in  the  large  Estate  situated  between  the  old  part  of  the  Village 
and  the  Town.  & 


Rehousing  and  the  Demolition  of  Scheduled  Properties. 

Housing  demolitions  and  rehousing  carried  out  during  the  last 

five  years  are  summarised  and  shown  under  the  various  Wards  of  the 
District : — 

Houses.  Population. 

Ward.  Demolished.  Increase.  Reduction. 


Year  1955. 

Spennymoor  . 

— 

10 

Low  Spennymoor . 

— 

- 

19 

Tudhoe  . 

*  > 

57 

Middlestone  Moor . 

— 

3 

Byers  Green 

22 

14 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

14 

— 

10 

Year  1956. 

Spennymoor  . 

55 

_____ 

112 

Low  Spennymoor . 

— 

_____ 

146 

Tudhoe  . 

_ 

_ 

157 

Middlestone  Moor . 

6 

557 

Byers  Green 

3 

133 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

2 

— 

6 

40 


Houses.  Population. 

Ward.  Demolished.  Increase.  Reduction. 


Year  1957. 

Spennymoor  . 

6 

— 

67 

Low  Spennymoor . 

2 

— 

34 

Tudhoe  . 

11 

— 

41 

Middlestone  Moor . 

12 

88 

— 

Byers  Green 

60 

— 

20 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

11 

— 

— 

Year  1958. 

Spennymoor  . 

36 

— 

17 

Low  Spennymoor . 

1 

— 

15 

Tudhoe  . 

— 

— 

59 

Middlestone  Moor . 

— 

106 

— 

Byers  Green  . 

15 

— 

15 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

— 

— 

— 

Year  1959. 

Spennymoor  . 

2 

— 

66 

Low  Spennymoor . 

26 

— 

161 

Tudhoe  . 

— 

— 

213 

Middlestone  Moor . 

2 

406 

— 

Byers  Green  . 

50 

— 

23 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

— 

— 

3 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  61  orders  upon  individual 
properties  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


The  Council’s  pre-war  and  post-war  Slum  Clearance  programmes 
are  summarised  below  for  comparative  purposes  : — 


Pre-war  period,  1936-38. 

Clearance  . 

Individually  Unfit  property  . . . 


95  houses. 
36  houses. 


Post-war  period,  1945-59. 

Clearance  . 

Individually  Unfit  property  ... 


572  houses. 
226  houses. 


41 


Future  Housing  Inspections. 

Properties  to  be  inspected  in  the  various  Wards,  with  a  view  of 
possible  action  under  sections  17  and  42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


Ward. 

Properties. 

Estimated 

Population 

Period  1955-60. 

Spennymoor . 

61 

232 

Low  Spennymoor 

46 

142 

Tudhoe  . 

62 

252 

Middlestone  Moor 

...  — 

— 

Byers  Green  . 

30 

62 

Kirk  Merrington 

1 

2 

200  590 


Period  1960-65. 

Spennymoor . 

57 

232 

Low  Spennymoor  . 

45 

141 

Tudhoe  . 

95 

325 

Middlestone  Moor  . 

23 

75 

Byers  Green . 

1 

2 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

13 

34 

234 

809 

Period  1965-74. 

Spennymoor . 

19 

92 

Low  Spennymoor  . 

201 

640 

Tudhoe  . 

136 

386 

Middlestone  Moor  . 

53 

159 

Byers  Green . 

53 

143 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

21 

56 

484 

1,476 

* 


